
C H A P T E R II 

THINGS IN G E N E R A L . 

THE colony of New Zealand consists of three islands, 

called the "North, " "Middle, " and Stewart's Islands, 

and numerous other little islands off the coasts. They 

are the nearest Antipodes to the British Isles, and in 

point of size bear rather a curious resemblance to the 

latter, the three islands being only one-sixth less than 

the whole of Great Britain and Ireland. The islands 

are narrow, and have a drawn-out appearance, and have 

a rather remarkable coast-line of over 3000 miles. 

The area of the different islands is upwards of 

100, 000 square miles, the Middle Island being the 

largest. The North Island, called by the Maoris Te 

lha a Maui (the fish of Maui), is about three-fourths 

the size of England and Wales. It is the warmest of 

the group, and has the most equable climate; and is 

remarkable for containing the extraordinary Hot Lake 
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district, and for being the home of almost the whole 

of the Maori race. Out of 42, 000 Maoris supposed 

• to be in the colony, 40, 000 are in the North Island. 

The Middle Island, the largest of the group, is about 

the size of England and Wales. The climate is rather 

colder than that of the North Island, and much 

resembles that of England. The remarkable features of 

it are, the wonderful fertility of its soil in many places, 

and the magnificent Alpine region in the south. 

Mount Cook, the highest mountain in the colony, is 

in the Middle Island, and has an altitude of 12, 349 feet. 

The Maori name for this island is Te Wahi 0 Pounamu 

(the land of greenstone). Stewart's Island is very small 

in comparison to the other two; it is only about the size 

of Hampshire, and has very few inhabitants. It is 

called Rakiura (the land of sunshine) by the natives. 

The country is divided into nine provinces—Welling-

ton, Hawke's Bay, Taranaki, and Auckland in the 

North Island; and Otago, Canterbury, Westland, Marl-

borough, and Nelson in the Middle or " South " Island, 

as it is generally called. This is all very well, and easy 

to remember; but in 1876 some ingenious person of 

importance evidently thought that the colonial memory 

wanted exercising, and subdivided the country into 

sixty-five counties, and gave them each a name about 
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a foot long. These look important on a map, but 

happily no one thinks of using them, except as election-

eering districts. 

The census of September 1886 placed the popula-

tion of the colony at 620, 310, about that of one of 

our large towns; and yet there appears to be a very 

fair number of people everywhere. The reason is, 

that with the exception of the four principal cities— 

Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch, and Dunedin—there 

is no great centre of attraction, and the population is 

very much scattered over the land. Any one travelling-

through the country would imagine the population to be 

four or five times what it is. Auckland is the largest 

city in the colony, and the last official figures give the 

population, with the suburbs, as 60, 583; while Dunedin 

comes next with 45, 518; Christchurch next with 

44, 688; while Wellington, the capital of the colony, 

only has 27, 883. 

The climate of New Zealand is about the most 

agreeable I ever experienced, and is thoroughly suited to 

the English constitution. I was told the first summer 

season I spent in the country was the wettest and worst 

that had been known for twenty years; but it was much 

finer and more pleasant than any we have had in England 

during the same time. The heat is nothing like so 
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great as one would imagine from the latitude, as the 

narrowness of the country allows even the most inland 

places to be tempered by the sea-breezes; and if it is on 

the whole a little warmer than England, I don't think 

there are many Englishmen who would object to it on 

that account. The mean annual temperature of the 

North Island is 570, and of the South Island 520; while 

in London and New York it is 5 a n d 470 at Edin-

burgh. The mean temperature of the different seasons 

for the whole colony is, in spring, 550; in summer, 63°; 

in autumn, 570; and in winter, 48°; these figures show 

the equability of the climate. 

Some of the so-called " Guide books " that are pub-

lished on the colony by emigration agents and shipping 

companies, try to impress upon one that the colony is 

composed almost altogether of people who have re-

ceived the very best education, who for some reason 

or other have left England and gone to the colonies, 

and some go as far as to make out that every third 

person one meets is an " Oxford man. " I cannot say 

I found this quite the state of affairs. The average 

colonial struck me as being somewhat rough and 

untutored, except in what his own experience had 

taught him; and as for the " Oxford men" that I 

was to meet at every corner of the road, why, I don't 



think they could have been at home while I was in their 

adopted country; anyhow I saw very little of them. 

T h e colonial labourer is perhaps sharper in a worldly 

sense than his brother in the old country, but that I look 

upon as the natural effect of his having seen more of 

the world. T h e reason of our Engl ish labourers having 

so few ideas, has always seemed to me to be that they 

make no effort to see any more of the world than that 

little bit where birth or accident has placed them. 

T h e general idea of colonial life is, as a rule, as in-

correct as it well can be. W h e n a man talks of taking 

his family out to the colonies, his friends generally 

gather round him and think they are only doing a 

humane action in using all their arguments to dis-

suade him from his " mad " idea. 

" I am afraid y o u don't quite realize the life of hard-

ship y o u are taking your family out to, " says a kind 

friend, who isn't quite certain whether N e w Zealand 

is in Baffin's B a y or the Indian Ocean, and whose 

other knowledge of the country is on a par with his 

geography. " T h e y tell me it is almost impossible to 

obtain the ordinary comforts of life out there; and the 

education of your children will be neglected, " &c. be. 

W h a t a pity these kind advisers cannot see their 

friends after they have been six months in the c o l o n y ! 
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Would they g o back to England again if they had the 

option ? T h e man who advised them against go ing 

would himself probably be the first to g o and join them, 

if he could but know the health and enjoyment that 

is to be got on a new Zealand farm. A n d as for 

educat ion—if every boy in the colony does not take a 

" Double f i rs t " at Dunedin University, it will be for 

want of brains, not of opportunity. N e w Zealand pays 

for education 11s. 6d. a head of the population, while 

in England it is said to cost a fraction over 1s. 8d. ! 

Heaven help a fool in the next generation! 


